
 

 

4 August 2009  

Strong winds mean fast race to Alderney for Jersey boat Zanzibar 

Strong winds and plenty of rain greeted the 38 competitors on the start line for the annual 

Carey Olsen Trophy pursuit race to Alderney. The fleet, made up of yachts from 

Guernsey, Jersey, Alderney and the UK started at staggered intervals, based on 

recognised handicaps. 

Despite the heavy weather, strong favourable winds allowed the boats perform well on 

the way up to Alderney with some clocking speeds above 10 knots. The fastest boats 

completed the course in a little over two hours. 

The pursuit race format, in theory, ensures that boats arrive at the finish at the same time, 

and so it proved in Alderney with half the fleet arriving within seconds of each other in a 

spinnaker sprint to the finish. Zanzibar, a Jersey yacht skippered by Alan Stevens and 

starting well back in the fleet on handicap, came through to cross the line first to take the 

win and the trophy. 

Other winners on the day were Jason Romer and Matthew Desforges on board Envy, who 

won the new trophy for first Melges 24. 

Adam Reed, the race organiser said: “The pursuit race format worked out very well for 

us this year, ensuring a very tense finish. The wet weather didn’t dampen the enthusiasm 

of the racers, although they were glad to get to the reception afterwards for a drink and 

some hot food.” 

Alan Stevens said: “The crew and I were particularly pleased to win this year's race as we 

are the first Jersey boat to do so. The driving rain was not nice but the wind direction and 

strength suited us well and we managed to overhaul the rest of the fleet who (with one 

exception) had all started ahead of us on handicap. It was a very exciting race and a real 

team effort. The crew also really enjoyed themselves in Alderney in the evening. 



 

 

Michael Eades, partner at sponsor Carey Olsen and a competitor on board Dark Horse 

said: “Even the rain couldn’t spoil the day, it was an exciting race with a very close 

finish, and credit goes to Alan and the crew of Zanzibar for the win, and we were pleased 

to offer ten other prizes as well to recognise other competitors.” 

• Overall: 1
st
, Zanzibar (Alan Stevens), 2

nd
, Moojo (Roger Martel), 3

rd
, Alice 

(Simon Henning), 4
th

, Jai Ho (Alex Ohlsson/Neil Maclachlan) 

• Melges: 1
st
, Envy (Jason Romer and Matthew Desforges), 2

nd
, Wicked Feet (Chris 

Sharp) 

• 1st non Channel Islands boat: Sea Gypsy (Philip Bush) 

• 1st Alderney Yacht: Helena (Peter Palmer) 

• 1st Family Yacht: Rock Hopper (Tim McBain) 

• 1st Jersey Yacht: Zanzibar (Alan Stevens)  

• 1st Bilge Keel: Fandangle (Martin Priest)  

Issued by Chris Chilton, Orchard PR, Tel. 01481 240600 



 

 

 

NOTES TO EDITORS: 

Images: 

Alan Stevens (2nd from right) and the crew of Zanzibar celebrate with the Carey Olsen trophy. 

 

Zanzibar, skippered by Alan Stevens, heads for the Alderney breakwater, and the finish line. 

 

Further photos available from www.samfieldphotography.com  


